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The Ambassador, Mauvissiere de Castelnau, must have known how impossible it was
that Walsingham would or could cause Leicester's infant son to be "made King in right
of his wife." By the Act of 1571 it had been made treason for a subject to attempt to say
who should be Queen Elizabeth's successor.
Moreover there was the warning of the ist Duke of Northumberland's fate. His ambition
to obtain the Crown for the Dudley family had brought him and the Nine Days Queen and the
young King Consort to the scaffold.1 Leicester, who in Queen Mary's day had been arraigned
and condemned to death for assenting to his father's plans, did not intend repetition of such
dangerous attempts. But he might legitimately have wished for his son a future match with
Lady Arabella Stuart. There is at Woburn Abbey a portrait of her in early childhood, with
a pet dog, two parrots on perches, and two love birds perched on her wrist. This may be the
identical picture mentioned by the Queen of Scots.2
Of several portraits painted of little Lord Denbigh, none are known to survive.3 But a
suit of armour traditionally said to have been made for him is still shown at Warwick Castle.
The parents looked forward to a brilliant career for this adored son. Leicester's main apprehen-
sion was lest he himself might die while the child was still of " tender years." For this possi-
bility he made every conceivable arrangement; and bequeathed to Lady Leicester the chief power
over " hir sonne and mine " until the boy should come of age.4
The foreign-printed libel in English against Leicester, alleging him to be an incarnation
of every devilish iniquity, threatened him with sudden calamities: and in July he was called
away from the Court by news that Denbigh had been taken ill.
On the igth, the illness ended fatally: a heart-breaking calamity for Leicester.   While he
was staggering under the blow, his friends plied  him  with  exhortations.    Sir  Christopher
Hatton wrote in the fashion of a Job's comforter:
" My singular good Lord,
"Your excellent wisdom, made perfect in the school of our eternal God, will, in the
rule of Christian reason, I trust subdue those kind and natural affections which now oppress
your own loving heart.
" What God hath given you, that hath He chosen and taken to Himself, whereat I hope
you will not grudge; as well for that it is the executor of His divine will, as also for that He
hath made him co-heir of His Heavenly kingdom. When ... it shall please you to weigh
the singular blessings and benefits which God hath conferred on you in the world, I nothing
doubt you will be joyfully thankful; and accept this cross as the sign of His holy love,
whereby you shall become happy and blessed for ever."
(Hatton himself had no son to lose.)
As " a most faithful and mighty supporter of the Church " Leicester was admonished not
to give way to weakness; he being " in the State and Government of this Realm a grave and
faithful Councillor; a pillar of our long-continued peace; a happy nourisher of our most happy
1	E.E. Vol. I. Prologue, pp. 43-52,
2	When Leicester died in 1588, his next heir was his brother Ambrose Earl of Warwick, who survived
him only a short time, and died childless. Warwick's wife was a sister of the then Earl of Bedford,
and it is reasonable to conjecture that Warwick's portrait (E.E. Vol. I. plate 45) might have come
to the Earls of Bedford through her; and possibly also the picture of Lady Arabella. The child
has an earnest anxious face, as if overshadowed with a premonition of sorrows to come.
3	Listed in inventory of pictures in Leicester House, &c. 1588.   Notes and Queries, ird Ser: Vol. II,
pp. 224-226.	°
4	Unpublished holograph Will of 1581-2; unknown to the numerous writers who represent Leicester
and his Countess as on ill terms with each other.

